VILLAGE OF WAUNA
RESOLUTION NO. R2

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE BOARD OF THE VILLAGH OF WAUNAKEE
SUPPORTING THE FAIR AND EQUAL TREATMENT 0F ALL HUMAN BEINGS,
DENOUNCING RACISM IN ALL ITS FORMS, AND DECLARING ITS
COMMITMENT TO THE ADVANCEMENT OF EQUITY, DIVERSITY AND
INCLUSION
WHEREAS, on May 25, 2020, George Floyd, an unarmed African American man, died at the
hands of four Minneapolis, Minnesota, police officers while being arrested; and
WHEREAS, acts of intolerable violence and other similar acts that have occurred across this
country in recent years are unpardonable and must serve as a wake-up call to every human being
that recognizes life as both a gift and human right; and

WHEREAS, the unarmed deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, Stephon
Clark, Philando Castile, Tamir Rice, Michael Brown, Eric Garner, Trayvon Martin and many
more, have led to nationwide protests; and
WHEREAS, the protests and related community dialogues have led to a renewed commitment
by many in the public and private sectors to actively acknowledge and work towards a more
equitable and just society; and
WHEREAS, local governments in the State of Wisconsin and throughout this Country have
publicly denounced racism while committing to address its related challenges; and

WHEREAS, Waunakee is not immune from the impacts of racism and members of the
community have shared their personal stories, their discriminatory experiences, and their
powerful voices, in an effort to be heard and seen; and
WHEREAS, undeniable is the evidence of overt racist, hateful and bigoted behaviors taking

place within the Waunakee community, including a recent video of four young white Waunakee
men yelling racial slurs as they gleefully drove through the Village; and

WHEREAS, inembers of the Waunakee Village Board have expressed desire to address the
needs of the community and effectuate change; and
WHHREAS, the Vil`lage Board encourages and supports local efforts to ensure that the
important conversations and hard work around race, equity, diversity, and inclusion will continue
well into the future in a sustainable and meaningful manner.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE VILLAGE BOARD OF THE VILLAGE OF WAUNAKEE
DOES HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. The Village Board unequivocally condemns any acts of violence or harassment
that are perpetrated as a reaction to a person's race, color, national origin, age, disability,
religion, ancestry, sexual orientation, gender identity, spousal affiliation, sex or socio-economic
status; and

SECTION 2. The Village Board supports the fair and equitable treatment of all human beings in
ajust society and strongly denounces racism in all its forms, systemic or otherwise; and

SECTION 3. The Village Board affirms its belief that when one member of the Waunakee
community is devalued, all are devalued. Further, the Village Board recognizes that words have
power, can cause real and tangible harm to individuals, and tear at the fabric of our community;
and

SECTION 4. The Village Board stands in solidarity with the Waunakee community,
communities of color and those negatively impacted physically, emotionally, mentally, and/or
economically by racism resulting from inherent biases and prejudice; and
SECTION 5. The Village Board recognizes the role it plays in fostering a healthy and

prosperous environment for all residents of Waunakee and commits to the meaningful
advancement of equity, diversity and inclusion in its community dialogue, services, programs
and policies.

LET THIS RESOLUTION be entered into and made part of the permanent records of the
Village of Waunakee.
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 5th day of OCTOBER, 2020.

Caitlin Stene, Village Clerk

