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president’s letter
History Lessons, Respect,
and Dignity
By: Chris Zellner
As I write this article, we are in the midst of a pandemic, which
is frightening, horrible, sad, and inconceivable. Difficult questions
are being asked by many of our fellow citizens. Among them,
they include: Will I survive? What if I infect someone else? Will
I die alone? Do I, or will I have a job? How will I pay my bills
and feed my family? If I have a job, how will I help educate my
children and also work full-time? When will this ever end? With all
the information I see and hear, what is correct?
With the freedoms we are afforded in this country, a pandemic
is probably the most difficult thing for most of our citizens to deal
with. Having the government take away any miniscule part of
those freedoms is difficult. Close the parks, shut down non-essential
businesses, cancel all of our local festivals, cancel all sporting
events, close the theatres and libraries, cancel regular graduation
ceremonies, limit travel, etc. I, for one, miss the human contact that
I’ve taken for granted my entire life. Not being able to socialize
with other people, take my son and daughter to a game, enjoy a
nice dinner out with my wife, hug my dad, left me, well, sad. We
all have different things that we have put aside or simply give up.
In times of adversity, which is defined as difficulties and
misfortune, we as American citizens have the opportunity to
rise up and seize the moment. Think of times like the bombing
of Pearl Harbor and 9/11 and how they brought our country
together. I believe we will be a better community as a result of
the many challenges we are learning from and facing today. The
pandemic is actually exposing many of our shortfalls as a society
and how we can be so much better than we are today. Our First
Responders have been absolutely amazing! Remember, many of
these are volunteers that place themselves directly in harms way.
Meals on Wheels volunteers delivering to our seniors, who are
most at risk, and they are providing this service with flawless
results. Waunakee Neighborhood Connection is continuing to
provide food and clothing to those in need. I am confident that
history will show that Waunakee reacted to this pandemic with
compassion, professionalism, and an open mind. We have made
the best decisions possible at this point given the facts that we’ve
received. Please visit the Village of Waunakee homepage for
the latest information on the pandemic and how the Village is
responding and reacting to the situation.
On a different topic, I would like to focus on five dates in
our history that have had a profound effect on our country. April
15,1865, November 22, 1963, April 4, 1968, June 6, 1968,
and May 25, 2020.
continued on page 4
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president’s letter
ABRAHAM LINCOLN
Abraham Lincoln was an American statesman and a lawyer
who served as the 16th president of the United States. Lincoln
led the nation through its greatest moral, constitutional, and
political crisis in the American Civil War. President Lincoln was
assassinated and died on April 15, 1865.
JOHN F. KENNEDY
John F. Kennedy served as our 35th President of the United
States and was seen by many as the light of our country. President
Kennedy was assassinated and died on November 22, 1963.
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
Martin Luther King Jr. was an American Christian minister and
activist who became the most visible spokesperson and leader in
the civil rights movement from 1955 until his assassination on
April 4, 1968.

the senator admitted that he knew few blacks and had much to
learn about the suffering of America’s 20 million African-Americans.
“Although I appreciated his truthfulness in the matter,” Robinson said
later, “I was appalled that he could be so ignorant of our situation
and be bidding for the highest office in the land.” Once elected
President, several events that were racially charged, occurred in
the country. President Kennedy challenged Americans to be better,
drawing on words that were in many ways about his own journey:
“I hope that every American, regardless of where he lives, will stop
and examine his conscience about this and other related incidents.”
He reminded his listeners that America “was founded on the
principle that all men are created equal, and that the rights of every
man are diminished when the rights of one man are threatened.”
This was a powerful message at the time and the only thing I would
have changed would be to add man or woman.

ROBERT F. KENNEDY
Robert F. Kennedy, sometimes referred to by the initials RFK
and occasionally Bobby, was an American politician and a
lawyer who served as the 64th United States Attorney General
from January 1961 to September 1964, and as a U.S. Senator
from New York from January 1965 until his assassination which
resulted in his death on June 6, 1968.
In one of my previous articles I pointed out that I was 50 years
old, which meant I was born in 1969 and with the exception of
college, have lived in Waunakee my entire life. Please note, that
the four individuals mentioned previously were not alive when I
was born, and they were the people in my estimation that were
the early driving forces fighting for civil rights and racial equality.
I am going to share a John F. Kennedy story at the end of this
article, which I think sums up the terrible events of May 25,
2020 and how we can all do better. You may be asking what
happened on May 25th? I don’t think anyone will argue that
George Floyd’s death was horrible, and should sicken any human
being. We also had four teens driving around the Village in the
early morning hours yelling the “N” word, right here in Waunakee
and then posting it on social media. Unfortunately, I believe it took
both these events happening, as well as others, to bring
the issues of racism, bigotry, and anti-Semitism
front and center right here in Waunakee
and across the country.
Jackie Robinson was a famous
baseball player and a Richard Nixon
supporter when John F. Kennedy
was his opponent for President of
the United States. At a meeting
with then Senator Kennedy,
Robinson was offended when
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There was much more to this story with Jackie Robinson, but
I only have so much space for this article. My point in all of this
is that all four of the historical figures were murdered and the
message and fight went silent. They may have been murdered for
different reasons, but they were all fighting for equality. It’s hard
to change, but we are living in a time that all people should and
need to be treated with dignity and respect.
As we go into late summer, and hopefully we have the
opportunity to get out and see one another, take the time to
introduce yourself to new people. Start the friendships and help
form those bonds within the community. Growing up, I was always
taught stranger danger, and my guard is still generally up to this
day with people that I don’t know. Guess what, it’s easy in an
open setting, especially in one of our beautiful parks or our new
library! Please use them as they re-opened on June 15 and I hope
that they remain open when you are reading this. Waunakee is a
strong and vibrant community with good people.
Enjoy each day and I hope that you take the time to reach out
to me via email or telephone if you have a question, comment, or
concern. I try to respond within 24 hours. My quote to leave you
with is one of my favorites, “Always be Humble and Kind.” Thank
you for all your support!

www.waunakee.com

w a u n a k e e

h o r i z o n s

village administrator
I Don’t Get It
By: Todd Schmidt

I am heartbroken and angry over the George Floyd murder
in Minneapolis. I am aghast and tremendously disappointed at
the Waunakee teens shown in a video yelling racial slurs in our
community. Sadly, this is only the latest proof of racism in our
society. Difficult is the task to figure out how to best react to the
swirl of emotions that have come as a result.
To be real and vulnerable with you all, I’d like to share
something that I’m completely embarrassed about. Just before the
pandemic put our world into gridlock, I had the humbling privilege
of visiting the National Museum of African American History and
Culture in Washington, D.C. During the better part of a day that
I spent in that amazing place, I found myself coming face to face
with how much I truly don’t know. There is so much that I just don’t
get. That was fully realized when I passed a colleague who asked
if I had yet seen the Emmett Till exhibit. I said “who?” And over
the course of the next hour I came to terms
with how I truly did not get it. Sure, I’ve been
taught or read about Emmett Till’s story, but
I did not remember neither his name nor his
story. How could that be!?!? My head hung
so low as I walked past Emmett’s open casket
on display. I found it hard to look others in the
eye, because I couldn’t even make peace with
my own lack of understanding. I was ashamed
at myself first for not even remembering what
happened to Emmett, and then more for not
having understood what it meant.
It is appropriate for all of society to
collectively weep at what has been put upon
the Black community and how far we have
not come. Rightly so, society needs to be
on its knees in lamenting the systemic racism

inflicted upon people of color. I’m currently reading a devotional
called Be The Bridge. The author says this about why now is a
time for lament: “Acknowledgement of the truth of our country’s
history with racism leads us toward lament. Lamenting something
horrific that has taken place allows a deep connection to form
between the person lamenting and the harm that was done, and
the emotional connection is the first step in creating a pathway
for healing and hope.”
Systemic racism is real, and it’s time to learn about it completely.
It’s time to admit the stain that racism is on our community,
and every community. I have great respect, appreciation and
admiration for our Village Police Department team here in
Waunakee. They have my full confidence. But, none of us are
immune from making mistakes. I am, by far, not immune from
making mistakes. Nor is any other Village official or employee. I
will work in my capacity as your Village Administrator, as long as
I’m given the honor to serve you, to be a part of finding solutions
to address systemic racism in our community. I am eager to do
that with the Village Board, with my fellow Village employees, and
with every one of you as community members.
To the people of color in Waunakee, please allow me to
simply say that I am thankful you are here. And, speaking to you
directly, I admit that I’ve not done enough. Our Village has not
done enough. You’ve persevered; we’ve sat on our hands. Just as I
realized how there’s so much I don’t get after visiting the museum,
our eyes as a community have not been open wide enough.
Words are just words, until they are followed by actions. I
desire our government organization to be beyond just saying
words. Our obligation is a basic ethical one… fight hard for
equality, tolerance and inclusiveness to end all forms of racism
until the job is done. If you are reading this and saying the word
“finally”, you have every reason to do so. Yes, finally. Let’s be
a Village worthy of what is expected of us as an organization
entrusted to serve, protect, and care for all
who call Waunakee home now and in the
future. Let’s be a Village who will see to it that
ALL are able to succeed, thrive and find joy
and happiness in this place.
Very deeply, I am taking this to heart. That
duty extends to each of you as well. We have
an estimated 13,855 residents in Waunakee,
and I call upon all of us to pledge to do
our part to listen, learn and change. While
this is urgent, let’s also be a patient people
who help foster positive change with care,
compassion, humility and gentleness.
All lives don’t matter until Black lives
matter. Black lives matter. In Waunakee,
Black lives matter.
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Keep Counting Waunakee!

Waunakee Community Survey

As of June 12, 2020, Waunakee has achieved an 85.8%
self-response rate in the 2020 US Census. By now, all households
who have not already self-responded online should have received
a paper census form in the mail. To ensure that all citizens are
able to accurately be counted, the self-response deadline has
been extended to October 31, 2020 and beginning in August,
Census Takers will start their door-to-door operations to interview
households that have not yet responded. Here are a few tips to
ensure all members of your household are accurately counted in
the right place:
• For split households, count children where they were staying
on April 1, 2020;
• If you have newborn children or elderly family members
that live with you, be sure that they are included in your
household count;
• Even if you are not related to someone living in your home,
they should still be counted as part of your household if they
were staying there on April 1, 2020. This includes short or
long term roommates and people who may just rent a room
in your home.

The Village of Waunakee is asking residents to participate
in an upcoming community survey. The survey is designed to
provide a baseline of how the Village government is serving
residents, to gauge perceptions of the village, and to make
comparisons with peer cities. The Village contracted with Polco/
National Research Center, Inc., an impartial third-party firm that
provides municipal governments with a low-cost, high-quality
method to conduct community research. The survey centers on
community livability and includes questions about the quality of
life in the community, local policies, demographics and rating of
local government services.
In July, a random and scientific sample of 1,700 households
received invitations to participate in the mail and their confidential
responses will be weighted and analyzed. The Village strongly
encourages all households who received the survey via mail to
respond, since the more responses that are received, the more
accurate the results will be.
In addition to the survey of randomly selected households,
the Village will also provide an online survey that all Waunakee
residents will have the option to respond to. The online survey
will be posted on the Village website and promoted across social
media channels beginning mid-August.
If you have any questions regarding the survey,
please call (608) 850-2182 or
email administrator@waunakee.com.

Each year, billions of dollars in federal funding goes to
hospitals, fire departments, schools, roads, and other community
resources based on census data. In light of the current COVID-19
pandemic and the economic impact that has occurred, it is more
important than ever to achieve a complete count and make sure
our Village receives the proper funding. To complete the census
online, please visit www.My2020Census.gov.
If you would like more information about the 2020 Census,
or want to find out ways that you can get involved, please
visit www.2020census.gov for information. For
information about our local efforts to achieve
a complete count, or questions regarding
the Census, you may contact Kylie
West at (608) 850-2182 or kwest@
waunakee.com.
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Polco/National Research Center, Inc. (NRC) is the leader in
the field of public sector research and evaluation, with clients from
across the country and around the globe. The firm is comprised
of a skilled team of social scientists who supports cities, counties,
foundations and nonprofit organizations in using research to help
communities thrive. Polco/NRC pioneered the development of The
National Community Survey (The NCS™), and continues to offer
a suite of products designed to enhance the public voice and aid
local decision-making.

www.waunakee.com
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community cares coalition

Our Mission: Creates conditions
and opportunities that prevent
and reduce youth substance use
Our Vision: Waunakee is healthy
and resilient
If you are interested in getting involved in or receiving
information regarding the Waunakee Community Cares Coalition,
please either email us at waunakeecares@gmail.com or follow us
on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/WaunakeeCares/
Waunakee Community Cares Coalition is asking our adult
community to be aware of their alcohol and consider securing
it. Many homes have several bottles of liquor - brandy, bourbon,
rum, etc. - for occasional use. In other words, you many not
notice diluted spirits for months. With children at home without
school, sports, events, clubs, movies, etc. boredom will set in and
bad ideas will suddenly sound pretty good. There are plenty of
dangers in the world right now, let us do what we can to avoid
adding to it! Please continue to be safe and well during this time.
It is also a great time to talk with your youth, teens, and young
adults about alcohol, vaping and drug use.

In addition to our collaborative efforts with Waunakee
Neighborhood Connection to provide free lock boxes, our new
lock bags have arrived (we received these from the 2019-2020
State Opioid Response (SOR) Grant we wrote for). These lock
bags in addition to the lock boxes are one of many prevention
tools to help with the Opioid Crisis by locking up your prescription
and non-prescription medications in your home, college dorms,
travel, etc. You can pick-up either of these at our Waunakee
Village Hall, Waunakee Neighborhood Connection, Waunakee
Police Department or Waunakee Hometown Pharmacy during
normal business hours. Thank you for continuing to support our
efforts. To date we have handed out 726 Lock Boxes and 40 Lock
Bags in our community!

• The State of Wisconsin has a new Underage
Drinking Prevention campaign called “Small Talks”
which is a great resource in regard to talking with
your youth, teens and young adults about alcohol.
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/small-talks/index.htm
• The Tobacco-Free Columbia-Dane County Coalition has
great resources regarding talking to with your youth, teens
and young adults about smoking and vaping. https://www.
publichealthmdc.com/community-initiatives/reduce-drugharm-violence/tobacco-free-columbia-dane-county
• Wisconsin Department of Health Services has a vast amount
of resources available to discuss drug use with your youth,
teens and young adults. https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/
aoda/index.htm
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waunakee area ems
Level of Service Committment
Last year, Waunakee Area EMS celebrated our 40th year of
providing emergency medical care to the Village of Waunakee,
Town of Westport, Village of Dane and portions of the Town of
Dane, Town of Vienna, and the Town of Springfield. Throughout
these 40 years, department leadership, membership, and EMS
Commission representatives have worked tirelessly to ensure that
our department has always met its mission statement to “provide
efficient, high quality emergency medical care in our service area.”

While, at face value, this seems like a fairly easy mission
statement to live up to, the definitions of “efficient” and “highquality emergency medical care” have drastically changed
over the past four decades. Throughout its history, WAEMS has
proactively made the necessary changes to meet the ever growing
demands of our profession. Whether it be piloting the county’s
field 12 Lead ECG transmission program in 2001, transitioning to
the more advanced Intermediate Technician service level in 2002
or bringing on full-time staffing help in 2016, our department has
always ensured that our citizens had an EMS department that
provided them high quality emergency medical care. This tradition
continues in 2020.
Last summer, the WWDDVS EMS Commission approved a
proposed five-year plan that lays out the future of WAEMS and
provides the groundwork for our department to keep up with
the industry standards and the call volume increases. This year,
Waunakee Area EMS is making two additional improvement
changes to the service we deliver. On July 1, 2020, we will
begin fully staffing two ambulances and will upgrade our service
to the paramedic level.
We have all witnessed how fast our service
district is growing and with this has come
a sharp increase in our EMS response
volume. This response volume has
increased so much that it can no
longer be safely and efficiently
served with just one staffed
ambulance. The addition of the
staffed second ambulance will
allow us to respond to multiple
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calls at once. Concurrent calls occurred over 200 times in 2019
alone. When we don’t have an ambulance available due to
being on another EMS response, a citizen could be waiting as
long as 20 minutes or more for an ambulance to respond from a
neighboring jurisdiction. By putting this second staffed ambulance
into service, this wait time is cut down to an average of just over
eight minutes. In a field where minutes can make the difference in
survival, having this second staffed ambulance brings an enormous
level of additional protection to our district and citizens.
In preparation of the July 1 implementation of these proposed
changes, three additional full-time staff members were hired on
June 8 and we are currently sponsoring five additional members
through the paramedic licensing program. These members should
be fully licensed towards the end of this summer. We will be
sponsoring another five EMS members through the class this fall
and an additional five the following year. We felt very strongly
that by sponsoring our own membership through the class, we
could not only add more trained paramedics to our department,
but also foster an environment of promotion within while still
maintaining the core values of our department and membership.
With the three new full-time employees and the members finishing
class this summer, we will have twelve paramedics and an
additional 30-40 members with varying licensure levels.
The service level of an EMS department is something that a
large part of the public doesn’t always fully understand. Since
2002, WAEMS has operated at what is now known as the
Advanced EMT level. This level has allowed our EMTs to provide
basic medical care as well as a handful of advanced medications
and establish IVs for medication administration. If we responded
to a patient that required more medications or skills that were not
within our medical scope of practice, we either had to wait on
scene for, or “intercept” with, a neighboring ambulance licensed
at the paramedic level. While this model works and we are very
gracious for the help of our neighboring departments, it had
ultimately delayed the administration of much needed advanced
lifesaving medications to our patients when time was of the
essence. Upgrading to the paramedic level on July 1 gives our
members the capabilities and medications to treat our patients to
the full extent of their medical needs, without delay and without the
need of taking another district’s ambulance out of service.
This is no doubt a monumental change, both for our department
and for the citizens we serve. We are very excited to increase our
service to the community and look forward to continuing to serve
each and every one of you when need arises.

www.waunakee.com
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clerk’s department
Absentee Voting
Make Your Ballot Count!
The village has been receiving a record number of requests for
absentee ballots in 2020 for this year’s election cycle. The Clerk’s
office wants to ensure all votes are counted! Please review this
article for some helpful reminders when voting absentee.
• Find an adult United States citizen* who is not a candidate
in this election to serve as your witness. Your witness does
not need to reside in Waunakee or the United States. Your
witness verifies that you are the person who completed the
ballot. Since your vote is confidential, your witness should not
view your marked ballot. *If you are outside of the United
States, Wisconsin law allows you to have a witness who is
not a United States citizen.
• Show your witness that the ballot is not marked.
• Use a blue or black ballpoint pen to mark the ballot in the
presence of your witness. Fill in the oval to the left of the
name of each candidate for whom you wish to vote. You
should be far enough away from your witness that they
cannot see which candidates you selected.
• Fold your ballot and seal it in the enclosed absentee
envelope in the presence of your witness. We are sending
you a ballot because you have met the voter ID requirement;
please do not enclose a copy of your photo ID.
• Read the statement of Certification of Voter on your absentee
envelope and sign your name in the space marked Signature
of Voter and fill in the date under Today’s Date. WARNING: IF
THIS IS LEFT BLANK, YOUR BALLOT WILL NOT BE COUNTED.
• Have your witness read the Certification of Witness
statement, sign under Signature of ONE adult U.S. citizen
witness and write their address beneath this signature
(house number, street name and municipality are required).
WARNING: IF THIS IS LEFT BLANK, YOUR BALLOT WILL
NOT BE COUNTED.
• Place your ballot in the mail as soon as possible. Wisconsin
law requires absentee ballots be delivered to the Clerk’s Office
by 8:00 p.m. on Election Day. No postage is necessary within
the United States; postage has been prepaid.
Waunakee Village Hall Clerk’s Office
500 W. Main Street
Waunakee, WI 53597
608-850-8500
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waunakee public library
Library Board

Friends of the Library

The Board of Trustees meets the third Friday of each month at 7:45
a.m. in the library’s Board Room. Meetings are open to everyone.
Members of the Library Board are Jean Elvekrog (President), Annie
Ballweg (Vice President), Kathy Grosskopf, Melissa Hill, Erin Moran,
Mike Ricker, Cathy Sheffield, and Erick Plumb (Library Director).

The Friends first-ever Pop-Up Art Gallery Show and Sale was
scheduled for April 18, but the pandemic changed things a bit.
Instead, view the art online at https://www.waunakeepubliclibrary.
org/friends-wpl-online-art-show
The Scrappy Sewers Boutique is temporarily closed. However,
they are sewing cotton face masks and selling them for $6.00.
All proceeds will benefit the library. Text 608-852-6741 or email
jelvekrog@gmail.com for more information or to place an order.

Virtual Author Visits
Keep your eye on the library’s Calendar of Events. The Friends
periodically sponsor virtual visits with local authors.

Holiday Craft Fair, Bake Sale
& Usborne Book Fair
Library Card
To apply for a library card, bring current photo identification and
proof of your current address, such as a driver’s license, checkbook,
or your utility bill. You must have your card or current photo
identification to borrow materials. Library card number and PIN are
used to sign on to the Internet computers and for self-checkout. New,
expired, and replacement cards are free.
You may also apply for a library card online if you are unable to
make it to the library.

As of our publishing date, the Friends Annual Holiday Craft Fair
is still scheduled for Saturday, November 21 from 9:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. at the Waunakee Intermediate School. Stay tuned for
updates on the library’s website as the time gets closer.

Amazon Smile Fundraiser to
Benefit the Friends
Bookmark this link so all your eligible shopping on Amazon.com
will benefit the Friends of Waunakee Public Library: https://smile.
amazon.com/ch/47-1318297

Volunteer

WAUNAKEE PUBLIC LIBRARY
201 N. Madison
Director: Erick Plumb • Youth Services Librarian: Brittney Gitzlaff
Adult Services Librarian, Courtney Cosgriff
Circulation Librarian, Emily Harkins
Teen Librarian, Angie Hircock
Phone: 849-4217 • Email: waupl@waupl.org
Web: www.waunakeepubliclibrary.org
Facebook: Waunakee Public Library
Pinterest: https://www.pinterest.com/waunakeepl/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/Waunalib
Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Friday; 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Saturday
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Please consider joining the Friends of Waunakee
Public Library. It is an active and enthusiastic group of
public library advocates.
You can download an online application from our
website, http://www.WaunakeePublicLibrary.org/
friends-waunakee-public-library, or pick up a brochure
in the library.
Annual dues are very reasonable: Individual
Member $5; Family Member $10; Supporting
Member $25; Patron $50; and Lifetime $150. Our
officers are: Kate Rotzenberg (President), Sue Manske
(Vice President), Janine Gumley (Secretary), and Jim
Elvekrog (Treasurer).

www.waunakee.com
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waunakee public library
How to Register for Programs
and Events
Library programs are a free service to the community,
though some require registration. To register go to www.
waunakeepubliclibrary.org. If you need assistance, prefer to register
with a librarian, or if you need special accommodations to attend
programs call 849-4217.

SERVICES
RB Digital
Patrons will be able to access their favorite digital magazines
using RB Digital. This exciting product allows patrons to browse
the latest issues of high quality digital versions of popular
magazines. They can be for offline reading anytime, anywhere.

New York Times
The library now has free access to the New York Times digital
edition. Please visit our website to find out more information.

Credit Card Payments for Fines
If you have a fine that is over $10, you can now pay by credit
card on line from within or from outside the library. You will be
required to pay the full balance owed on your account.

Kindle Fire Available for Check-Out
Check out our new Kindle Fire that is loaded with Amazon
Prime content. Content includes Prime video, music, movies, and
books! Please place hold with a librarian.

Hot Spots
We offer a Wi-Fi hotspot for patron use and checkout. A Wi-Fi
hotspot allows users to connect devices to the internet by using
data. The hotspot can be checked out for up to a week. For those
without home internet access, this gives them the ability to connect
their devices from home. For more information, see our Wi-Fi
Hotspot Use Policy.

Check out our website which is the best place to
find up to date information on our many services and
wonderful programs. You can also sign up to receive
monthly emails highlighting all our programs!

LIBRARY STORY TIMES
Story Times
Library story times will be August 3 through August 15 and
September 7 through November 21. Registration is not necessary.

Story Time Live
Join us online for live storytimes streaming Tuesdays and
Thursdays at 9:45 a.m. We’ll share stories, songs, rhymes, and
more all from the Library’s Facebook page.

ONGOING KIDS PROGRAMS
1,000 Books Before Kindergarten
This free program encourages families and children ages 0-5
to read 1,000 books before kindergarten begins. Sign up at the
library or on our website to receive your reading folder and start
keeping track of the books you read together. Visit the library often
to check out more books and receive a small prize for every 100
books read.

KIDS PROGRAMS
PAWS to Read
Come read a story with Disney, a certified Pet Partners Therapy
Dog and Read With Me Program Dog! Each reader will have 10
minutes to read a story with this furry, fun-loving pal (he loves to
look at the pictures). Space is limited and registration is required.
Registration for this monthly event begins the first of each month.
Please contact the library.
Day:
Monday
Date:
August 17
Time:
3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Ages:
K and Up

Camp Starlight
Join us for a special monthly summer evening
storytime that will include stories, music,
crafts and activities that are just right for
your growing child. This event will
take place on our Facebook page.
Day:
Monday
Date:
August 17
Time:
6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
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TEEN AND PRETEEN
PROGRAMS
The Hangout
Teens and Preteens, join Angie each Tuesday for a virtual
hangout! We will meet on zoom to chat and play a game or do
an activity! Make sure to register to get Zoom meeting information.
Day:
Tuesdays During the School Year
Time:
4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.
Age:
Grades 5 to 12

Many things are very in flux with library
programming and have been changing
weekly. Please keep an eye on the library’s
website calendar or the library’s Facebook
page for the most up-to-date information.

ADULT PROGRAMS
Ales ‘n Tales Book Club
Ales & Tales is in flux as we navigate our new normal. Please
keep an eye on the website for upcoming meeting locations,
times, and books.
Day:
Tuesdays
Dates: August 18, September 15, October 20, November 17
Time:
7:00 p.m.
Place: Virtual TBD

Preteen Book Club
Preteens come join us as we discuss each month’s book club
choice, which is chosen by participants, the first Wednesday of
each month. Books are available in the library. Come if you’ve
read the book or if you are only part way through. We’ll have
snacks and an activity.
Day:
Wednesdays
Date:
September 2, October 7 and November 4
Time:
6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Page Turners
Wednesday Night Page Turners is in flux as we navigate our
new normal. Please keep an eye on the website for upcoming
meeting locations, times, and books.
Day:
Wednesdays
Time:
7:00 p.m.
Dates: August 12, September 9, October 14, November 11
Place: Virtual TBD

TACOS
Members of TACOS (Teen Advisory Council of Students)
help with event planning, book and move selection, and more!
Applications are available August 17. Remember, TACOS
counts towards volunteer hours, looks great on a resume or job
application, and regular attending members get to come to our
year end party! P.S. We don’t eat tacos every meeting, but we
will always have a snack.
Day:
Third Friday Each Month
Date: 	September 18,
October 16, November 20
Time:
4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.
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Park Shelter Restrooms

Placement of Trash Containers

Waunakee Park Shelter’s Restrooms will be closed starting
October 5, 2020 for the winter season.

Please remember that trash and recycle containers must be
placed behind the curb. Placement anywhere else is prohibited
by Village ordinance and may cause problems in our Streets and
Right-of-ways.

Fall Leaf Collection
Fall Leaf Collection will begin on October 5, 2020 and end on
November 27, 2020. Please remember to keep the branches and
leaves separate from each other. Both items must be on the terrace
in front of your house, not in the road. There is no leaf pick-up in
the alleys and leaves in plastic bags must be removed from the
plastic bags before pick-up.

Pelliteri Holiday Pick-Up Schedule

Tree Trimming of Terrace Trees
The Parks/Streets Department will be trimming terrace trees this
winter, weather permitting. Please call the Village Garage at 608849-5892 if you have any questions.

THANKSGIVING
Residents normally serviced on Thursday, November 26,
2020 through Friday, November 27, 2020 will be serviced one
day later than their normal pick up day due to the Thanksgiving
Day holiday.

Winter Brush Collection

Please have carts out by 7:00 a.m. for collection. Contact
Pellitteri at 608-257-4285 if you have questions.

Winter Brush will be collected bi-weekly beginning the week of
November 2, 2020, weather permitting. Please have your brush
out by 7:00 a.m. on Monday. Please leave branches as long
as possible, as this will save you and our crews’ time. Brush is
considered as limbs and branches from trees and large shrubs. All
other woody vegetation such as plant stalks, small bush trimmings,
etc. will not be collected. This type of material can be taken to
the compost site on County Trunk Highway Q south of the Village.
Place brush on terrace or in alley with the cut ends towards the
street or alley. If you have a contractor trim or prune your trees or
bushes, they are responsible for the removal of the brush. If you
have any questions about the collection, call the Public Works/
Parks garage at 608-849-5892.

Alternate Parking
The Village of Waunakee’s alternate side parking Ordinance
Sec. 94-83. (3) will be in effect from 12 midnight through 6:00
a.m. from November 1 to April 1. To ensure you are not in
violation, please follow these steps:
• Think of what the date will be between the hours of 2:00
a.m. and 6:00 a.m.
• If the date is even numbered, park on the even house
numbered side of the street
• If the date is odd numbered, park on the odd house
numbered side of the street
If possible, please keep parked vehicles off the streets when
it snows.
*Does not apply to private streets.

LABOR DAY
Residents normally serviced on Monday, September 7, 2020
through Friday, September 11, 2020 will be serviced one day
later than their normal pick up day due to the Labor Day holiday.

Snow Removal from Sidewalks,
Driveways, and Parking Lots
Reminder to all Village residents that snow blowing
or shoveling/plowing snow into Village streets
is prohibited by Village ordinances and
causes problems in our roadways. This
also applies to all Snow Removal
Contractors. Your cooperation is
appreciated.
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Case Management Services
Our Case Management Services are designed to help older
adults, age 60 and older, find the services they need to remain in
their own home. We provide information, resources, and support
for older adults and their families. Some individuals are looking
for short-term information, while others benefit from ongoing case
management support. We assist in finding, and connecting to a
variety of resources that can include; energy assistance, food share,
home delivered meals, in-home services, and transportation options.
If you would like more information on senior resources or would
like assistance coordinating services in your home, please call the
Senior Center and ask to speak to the Case Manager for your area
- Candice (Village of Waunakee) or Melissa (Town and Village of
Dane, Towns of Springfield, Vienna and Westport).

A Huge Thank You
to everyone who has helped the Senior Center in so many
ways during the past months when we were initially dealing with
the COVID-19 pandemic. We couldn’t have made it through
without you!
Those who assisted with the delivery of extra meals and food
boxes: Waunakee Police Department: Duane Brehmer and Brian
Pittsley, Waunakee Utilities: Dave DeRochers, Dave Dresen, John
McLain and Tyler Schwenn, Waunakee Village Center: Michelle
Bussen & her son, Lynette (Spider) Byrnes, Ron Byrnes, Sarah
Dimick, Tammy Greiber, Lori Hadfield, Loree Lamberty, Janice Ross
and Duane Statz, Waunakee Senior Center: Candice Duffek,
Diane Goldensoph, Carrie Karls, Cindy Mosiman, Danielle
Wagoner and Melissa Woznick, Waunakee Village Hall:
Kevin Even & Christopher Even, Todd Schmidt, Jodie Sorenson
and Kylie West
Transit Solutions driver Troy Barlow for the extra help he’s given,
going over and above what he normally does for us.
Thank you to all of our regular R. S. V. P. volunteer drivers, who
have made it possible for
meals to be delivered Monday
through Friday and delivered
the extra Friday goodies.

Taher Food Service, specifically Lisa Gonzalaes and Connie
Vacho, for working with us to ensure that we could feed folks.
Those who donated plastic bags to make the delivery of meals
safer and easier: Rex & Brenda Endres, Todd May, Todd & Linda
Meffert, Shelley Borchardt Murphy, Rich Wipperfurth, Walgreens
and Woodman’s.
Those who provided masks or the supplies to make masks:
Dane County R.S.V.P., Lorna Everson, Jeanette Hermanson, Deb
Kuehn, Suzanne Matiash, Margaret Meyer, Minuteman Press,
Diana Munoz-Postle, Peace Lutheran Church, Teresa Ripp and
Kevin Tebrinke with Scientific Protein Labs.
Waunakee EMS Director Scott Russell for getting us
thermometers and assisting with our reopening plans to make sure
it was safe for our seniors to return to the center.
Volunteers who’ve been making check in calls to Senior’s:
Sandra Bloomfield, Philomena Endres, James McKee, Hy Miller
and Bob Patt.
The entire community for donations at the Wednesday Drive
Through Markets coordinated by Meena DeFlippis with Karben 4
and Mary Hoffman with Sweet Pea Floral.
Other miscellaneous donations: Mary Horas with Simply
Unique, Colleen Miller, Kevin Tebrinke with SPL, Waunakee
Community Bank.
Our sincere apology if we missed anyone. You are
all priceless!!

The programs in this publication were scheduled
several months in advance. It’s possible that details may
change. The Senior Center reserves the right to change
programs and schedules as needed particularly during
these uncertain times. Check www.waunakee.com/
seniorcenter for up to date information in our most recent
edition of the Silver Notes Newsletter.

SENIOR CENTER OF WAUNAKEE
333 South Madison Street
Phone: 608-849-8385
Email: seniorcenter@waunakee.com
Hours: Monday through Friday,
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Occasional evening and weekend hours based on program scheduling.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE WAUNAKEE SENIOR CENTER SERVICES AND
PROGRAMS CALL THE CENTER AT 849-8385 OR STOP IN AT 333 SOUTH MADISON STREET.
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Spreading
Some Cheer
Recently our Home Delivered
Meals Drivers surprised our
members with a special flower
delivery. A big thank you to
the Waunakee community for
choosing to donate a flower
to a senior at the drive through
markets hosted by Karben
4 Brewing. Thank you also
to Sweet Pea Floral for the
beautiful flowers.

Pictured left to right is Karen
Munson, Robert Steinhauer,
and Robert Bills
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OTHER SERVICES OFFERED
Greeting Cards, Books, Puzzles –
Available by Appointment
We encourage you to make an appointment by calling 8498385 before coming in to check out a book, borrow a puzzle, or
to shop for greeting cards. Also, when you return an item, you will
be asked to place it on a designated table in the dining room so
that it may be quarantined for a period of time.

The Senior Center has a loan closet of health care aids such
as walkers, canes, wheelchairs, bath benches, and commodes.
If you are in need of borrowing any of the above items, please
contact the Senior Center between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday to schedule an appointment to come and
pick up the equipment. These items are lent out free of charge.

TSI Transportation - In Town Shopping
The TSI bus is available at this time for In-Town Shopping Trips.
Rides can be scheduled if needed to Piggly Wiggly, Walgreens,
and Dollar Tree. As a precaution passengers will be limited. We
can request a bus with wheelchair lift if a passenger needs it. The
cost for this service is $1 round trip. Reservations must be made
one day prior to ride by calling 849-8385. Please note that his
service is not available to those who reside in an assisted living or
nursing home facility.

Blood Pressure Screenings
Blood pressure screening is held on the 1st Tuesday each month
from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. by appointment only. Please call
849-8385 to schedule your appointment. Come into the dining
room and have a seat at the designated table in front of the coffee
bar. There will only be one person in the room at a time other
than the nurse. Once your appointment is over you will leave the
building by the same door you entered in. Service is provided by
Shirley Kubiak, RN.

We’re on the web!

Held the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Tuesday and the 1st, 2nd,
and 3rd Wednesday of each month starting at 8:15 a.m. If
you are diabetic please indicate this at the time you make your
appointment. Appointments can be made by calling the Senior
Center at 849-8385.
Come into the dining room and have a seat at the designated
table in front of the coffee bar. There will only be one person in
the room getting their foot care done at a time. The others in the
room will be the foot care nurse and a volunteer. Your foot care
procedure will be the same as in the past, except the nurse will
be wearing protective attire as will the volunteers. Once your
appointment is over you will leave the building by the same door
you entered in.
The fee for Foot Care Services is $20 for non-diabetic and $25
for individuals with diabetes. Please bring two towels and a face
mask to your appointment. Service is provided by Gail Owens,
RN, BSN.

Interim Massage Therapy Procedures

Loan Closet
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Foot Care Clinics

The cost is $39 for half an hour and $65 for a full hour. This
includes a $2 fee to offset additional cleaning supplies needed
by the massage therapist. To make an appointment call the Senior
Center at 849-8385. If you need to cancel your appointment,
please give 24-hour notice or you may be charged 50% of the
scheduled appointment fee.

The Gift that will Last Forever
In its ongoing fundraising
effort, the Waunakee
Senior Center is offering an
opportunity to purchase an
engraved tile to be place on
our patio. The Senior Center
patio, which over looks
beautiful Village Park, has
136 24” by 24” tiles. Your
purchase of a whole or a half
engraved tile will be a lasting
symbol of your generosity to
your community.
You may have your name, the name of a loved one, family or
business engraved on the tile.
The cost of a full 24’ by 24’ tile is $500. A half tile is $300.
For an additional $25 a logo may be placed on the tile.
Please call the Senior Center at 849-8385 for more information
or visit the Senior Center to see the tiles that have been engraved.

www.waunakee.com
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Moving Forward ~
Senior Center Activities
The Senior Center is taking steps to begin to move forward!
After placing some calls and speaking with a number of
participants, we found that many of you are ready to resume some
level of senior center activity.
Starting in July, we offered a handful of opportunities to meet in
person in a safe, physically distant, small group environment here
at the Senior Center. We elected a few activities that we believe
can successfully meet while participants are spaced 6 feet apart
and without using shared equipment and/or materials. Careful
planning and preparation is necessary in order to achieve safe
attendance numbers and in order to maintain proper preparation
of rooms. For this reason, we have chosen to only introduce a few
activities at this time but continue to plan ahead to add more as
we move forward. Please look to our most current edition of the
Silver Notes for information on all of the offerings as they become
available. The Silver Notes can be found by visiting www.
waunakee.com/seniorcenter.
We are asking all that wish to attend any of the activities our
current activity calendar, to please call 849-8385 and make a
reservation. This is required even for events and activities that did
not need reservations in the past in order to attend. The number of
participants allowed will vary depending on meeting space size
and the ability to space people a safe distance.

Please note, that at the time of this writing, we are not
yet open for drop in visits. We are only open to those with
appointments or to those who have called ahead and booked a
participation reservation.
Your safety and health, while here in the building, is very
important to us. Please see this list below of what you can expect
as we move forward:
• Please only come to the building if you have an appointment
or have called ahead to make a participation reservation.
• We ask that you wear a mask when entering the building. If
you do not have a mask, one will be provided for you.
• Your temperature will be taken prior to the start of the activity.
If your temperature is 100 degrees or higher you will need to
leave the building.
• The Senior Center meeting spaces have been thoroughly
sanitized and will be sanitized in between uses. This includes
tables, chairs, and other hard surfaces that you may have
come into contact with.
• There will be no beverages or food items available, but you
are welcome to bring your individual serving to enjoy while
you are here.
• We ask that if you have any symptoms of COVID-19, or are
feeling ill in any way, that you call to cancel your reservation.
We look forward to seeing you and ask that you be please
be patient with us as we slowly invite participants back into the
Senior Center. We sure have missed everyone!

2020 SUBSCRIPTION FORM
Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Phone
Cell Phone
Email
I have enclosed: $____________________ for subscription
		

$___________________ for donation
Complete and return to the Senior Center (at 333 S. Madison Street, Waunakee, WI 53597)
with your $6.00 payment. Thank you for your continued support of the Waunakee Senior Center.

How to Receive
the “SilverNotes”
Newsletter by mail
The annual subscription fee is $6.00.
Subscriptions run January to December.
If you would like to receive the
SilverNotes by mail, please complete
the 2020 Subscription form and send
it to the Senior Center or contact Diane
at 849-8385. If you wish to receive
your newsletter electronically via email
(at no charge), contact Diane at 8498385.
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UPCOMING OFFERINGS
Coloring Group
Meets Fridays starting at 10:30 a.m. in the Senior Center Stage
Room. Call 849-8385 to make your participation reservation.

Painting Group

Tai Chi
Are you missing Rita Hohlstein’s Tai Chi / Qi Gong classes?
We have some good news for you! You can follow along with
Tai Chi instructor, Rita Hohlstein, on Tuesdays and Thursdays by
tuning into local cable channel 979 or 980 on Spectrum. No
cable? No problem. Videos can also be found on our Waunakee
Senior Center Facebook page.

Meets Wednesday 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the Senior
Center Dining Room. Please call 849-8385 to let us know if you
plan to attend.

BEGINNING TAI CHI/QI GONG
Day:
Tuesday
Time:
11:00 a.m.

Stamping Group

CONTINUING TAI CHI/QI GONG
Day:
Thursday
Time:
10:00 a.m.

Reservations are required by calling 849-8385. he Stamping
group will meet the third Wednesday from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. Please bring your own projects.

Wood Carvers
Wood carvers meet and carve each Monday morning at 9:00
a.m. (sorry no electronic carving tools). Let us know if you plan to
attend by calling 849-8385.

Quilting Group
The Quilters meet the 4th Thursday of each month. In September
they are scheduled to meet for a three day Quilt Workshop
September 23, 24 and 25. Please call 849-8385 for participation
reservations and let us know each day you plan to attend.

Local Attorney Office Hours for
Estate Planning and Elder Law
Attorney Eric Christoffersen is again offering monthly office
hours at the Waunakee Senior Center for no charge, no
obligation consultations for local seniors. Office hours are the
third Thursday of each month from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Please call Eric’s office at 608-662-0440 to schedule your
appointment. Prior to the next person’s appointment
the Stage Room will be sanitized thoroughly.
Eric is also offering contactless in person
meetings at his local Waunakee
office at 507 W. Main Street on
Thursdays. His office has their own
guidelines for social distancing,
masks, and sanitation of surfaces.
You can contact his office for
more details if interested.
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CHAIR TAI CHI/QI GONG
Day:
Thursday
Time:
11:00 a.m.

TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly)
As we all struggle with the Safer at Home orders most of us are
trying to figure out our new normal. What does that look like?
When will we be to play cards, games, have lunch with friends and
family or be able to hug our grandchildren? Nothing feels as good
as sharing with someone we love. These struggles are real and can
bring anxiety, depression and weight gain amongst other things.
In trying to help the members of TOPS Waunakee WI 1480,
we have started to meet weekly via Zoom. Have you heard of
Zoom? It is a way to connect with people and see their smiling
faces without masks. It is a free service that allows individuals to
link together for 45 minutes or less. If you pay for the service, at
$15 per month, you have unlimited time to meet.
This is a great way for family and friends to see each other, you
could even have a zoom meeting to eat dinner together and catch
up. Sharing with others and seeing their faces can eliminate the
feeling of isolation, reduce anxiety or depression. You can do all
kinds of things together via zoom.
If you have an interest to learn how to use technology to join
our meeting, Diane Goldensoph, Waunakee Senior Center
Program Coordinator has offered to help you get set up. Imagine
your children’s and grandchildren’s surprise when they receive
an invitation from you to join them on Zoom! I have found you
are never too old to learn. Roseanne Coger, Leader ~ WI TOPS
Waunakee 1480
To attend one of these activities, please call 849-8385 no later
than 2:00 p.m. on the day before to register.
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As Temperatures Rise, Your Utility
Bill Doesn’t Have To
Heating and cooling make up more than half the average
electric bill – and that’s why controlling the summer heat without
constantly using the AC can make a difference.
Locally owned, not-for-profit Waunakee Utilities recommends the
following ways to use energy wisely during the summer months:
Replace the filter on your window air conditioner or in your
home’s heating/cooling system.
For homes with central air, keep the area around the AC
unit clear of grass, branches, leaves and shrubs. Make sure the
compressor and condenser are clear of debris.
Central air units should also be checked and cleaned yearly by
a trained professional.
Set your programmable thermostat up or down for eight hours
at a time to reduce cooling expenses. A level of 78 degrees
while at home and 85 degrees while away will help maintain
comfort. Waunakee Utilities residential customers can purchase a
new, currently-qualified Smart Thermostat and earn a $25 rebate
from the utility. A Smart Thermostat is a Wi-Fi enabled device that
“learns” your habits and helps you manage home heating and
cooling costs. Please visit waunakeeutilities.com to learn more
about the new Smart Thermostat rebate program.
Make the most of the cool air in the home. Use ceiling fans
or whole-room air circulation fans. The air movement in the room
makes it feel 4 degrees cooler or more. Also keep blinds or
shades down during the day.
Maintain air flow throughout the house by keeping doors open
or ajar. Shutting off rooms can throw off your AC system.

Water Sprinkling Reminders
Here are some reminders regarding lawn watering:
• Morning is the best time to water most lawn areas. After
10:00 a.m. heat steals moisture through evaporation.
• Watering when the sun is hot may cause scald or burn
damage.
• Watering at night creates an ideal environment for lawn
diseases to develop.
• A good soaking encourages deep root growth.
• Water only when grass shows signs of needing it. To test
whether or not your lawn needs a soaking, step on the grass.
If it springs back up, you don’t need to water. If it stays flat,
it’s time to water again.
• Position sprinklers so water lands on the lawn or garden and
not sidewalks, driveways, etc.

Waunakee Utilities Announces
Scholarship Recipients,
Congratulates Class of 2020
Waunakee Utilities employees would like to congratulate the
2020 recipients of the utility’s Public Power scholarship.
Luisa Lutes Davidson and Jared Lenzendorf each received
a $500 scholarship based on a variety of criteria, including
academic achievement, community involvement, charitable work,
extracurricular activities and future goals and plans.
“The scholarship program is a way for our locally owned,
not-for-profit utility to invest back into the community,” says Tim
Herlitzka, General Manager Waunakee Utilities. We are very
pleased to be able to support local students as they pursue
educational opportunities.”
The Public Power scholarship is presented to a high school
senior who plans to attend a two-year technical college or
four-year university. To be eligible, students or their parents or
guardians must be Waunakee Utilities customers.
The employees of Waunakee Utilities extend heartfelt
congratulations to Luisa Lutes Davidson and Jared Lenzendorf and
the graduating class of 2020, and wish them the best in their
future endeavors.

Concerned About Paying
Your Utility Bill?
Waunakee Utilities urges residential electric customers
concerned about being able to pay their bill to apply for
Energy Assistance. Funding is available to help income-qualified
residential customers pay their electric bills, including those
whose employment has been impacted by the COVID-19 public
health emergency.
Customers are encouraged to apply by contacting Wisconsin
Home Energy Assistance Program at 1-866-HEATWIS. More
information is available at homeenergyplus.wi.gov.
“The current health emergency has resulted in a lot of job loss,
and we want to be there for our customers in these difficult times,”
said Tim Herlitzka, General Manager. “By sharing this information,
we hope to alleviate some of the financial stress in the community.
We want to know our neighbors are getting the help they need.”
In Wisconsin, energy assistance eligibility requirements were
adjusted to more efficiently assist families impacted by COVID-19
and are now based on the household’s previous month of income,
rather than the former requirement of the previous three-month’s
income. Energy Assistance provides bill pay support for heating
costs, electric costs, and energy crises.
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Street Light Out?
Waunakee Utilities seeks your help in identifying street lights
that are not working in the Village. If you notice a street light out in
your neighborhood, please call Waunakee Utilities at 849-8111
to report the location or notify us at www.waunakeeutilities.com
under the Customer Services section.

Waunakee Utilities Asks for Help
Protecting the Sanitary Sewer System
Waunakee Utilities is asking for help from customers in keeping
the sanitary sewer system free from obstructions.
The utility has recently experienced multiple pump failures. In
each instance, the pump failures were preventable as they were
clogged with things that should not be in the sanitary sewer system.
The pump failures are expensive to fix, time consuming, and if not
fixed immediately, can lead to backups in houses and businesses.
The utility would like to remind customers that the only two
things that should be flushed into the system are human waste and
toilet paper.
Disinfectant disposable wipes, paper towels, feminine products,
and baby wipes should not be flushed into the system. Also, there
is no such thing as a “flushable” wipe, even if the manufacturer
has labeled it as such. These “flushable” wipes don’t break down
in the system like toilet paper does, which is the cause of these
pump failures.
Customers are encouraged to contact the utility at (608) 8498111 with questions about whether or not something is safe to
dispose of in the sanitary sewer system.

Waunakee Utilities Earns National
Award for Outstanding Safety Practices
Waunakee Utilities, Waunakee’s locally owned, not-for-profit
electric service provider, recently earned the American Public
Power Association’s Safety Award of Excellence for safe operating
practices in 2019. The utility earned a first place designation.
“Strong safety programs are essential to ensuring that electric
utility employees are informed and trained on safe work
procedures,” said Brandon Wylie, Chair of the Association’s
Safety Committee and Director of Training & Safety at Electric
Cities of Georgia. “Waunakee Utilities has proven that protecting
the safety of their employees is a top priority.”
More than 335 utilities entered the annual Safety Awards, which
is the highest number of entrants in the history of the program.
Entrants were placed in categories according to their number of
worker-hours and ranked based on the most incident-free records
during 2019. The incidence rate, used to judge entries, is based
on the number of work-related reportable injuries or illnesses
and the number of worker-hours during 2019, as defined by the
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA).
“It’s important to be mindful of the risks of working with electricity,
because the safety of employees and customers is our top priority,”
said Tim Herlitzka, General Manager of Waunakee Utilities. “This
award is a testament to the hard work that goes into ensuring that
our utility employees go home safe to their families every day.”
The Safety Awards have been held annually for the last 60
years. The American Public Power Association is the voice of notfor-profit, community-owned utilities that power 2,000 towns and
cities nationwide.

ESTABLISHED 1915

Shared strength through

322 Moravian Valley Road
Phone: 608-849-8111 • Fax: 608-849-4109
Email: waunakeeutilities@waunakeeutilities.com
Website: www.waunakeeutilities.com
Hours: Monday through Thursday, 7:00 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.,
Friday. 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
TO REPORT OUTAGES ANYTIME OF THE DAY OR NIGHT PLEASE
CALL 608-849-4111
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APPLICATION FOR ELECTRONIC PAYMENT
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UPCOMING EVENTS

The Village of Waunakee is committed to the health, well-being
and safety of our entire community in order to avoid exposure to
the COVID-19 virus. Heath case orders may change and could
alter events in the Village. For the most current information from
the Village regarding events, please visit the following website:
http://www.vil.waunakee.wi.us/calendar.aspx

VILLAGE OF WAUNAKEE
PO BOX 100 • 500 W. MAIN STREET
WAUNAKEE, WI 53597
PHONE:608/850-8500 • FAX: 608/849-5628

Schumacher Farm Park Nature Photography

August 6

Schumacher Farm Park Prairie Work Party

August 8

WNC Fill the Bus School Supply Drive
Chalk-The-Kee

VILLAGE OFFICIALS
Village President.................................................. Chris Zellner
Village Trustees.......................................................Erin Moran
Phil Willems
Nila Frye
Bill Ranum
Kristin Runge
Gary Herzberg
Village Administrator........................................... Todd Schmidt
608-850-5227
Finance Director..............................................Renee Meinholz
608-850-6622
Village Engineer/Director of Public Works................. Kevin Even
608-850-8500

Schumacher Farm Park Chicken
Wrangler Workshop

Ends August 15
August 16-22
August 17

Schumacher Farm Park Prairie Work Party

September 8

Village Hall Closed/Labor Day Holiday

September 7

Red Cross Blood Drive

September 25

Big Rig Gig

September 27

Fall Leaf Collection Begins

October 5

Park Restrooms Close

October 5

Fire Prevention Week

October 4-10

Village Clerk........................................................Caitlin Stene
608-850-2827

Village Wide Trick or Treating

October 31

Police Chief....................................................Adam Kreitzman
608-849-4523

Alternate Side Parking Begins

November 1

Friends of the Waunakee Public Library
Annual Craft Fair, Bake Sale,
and Usborne Book Fair

November 21

Village Hall Closed/Thanksgiving Holiday

November 26

Senior Center Director...................................... Cindy Mosiman
608-849-8385

Village Hall Closed/Thanksgiving Holiday

November 27

Building lnspector..................................... General Engineering
608-849-5613

Final Fall Leaf Collection

November 27

Utilities General Manager..................................... Tim Herlitzka
608-849-2899
Library Director...................................................... Erick Plumb
608-849-4217

Public Works/Parks Superintendent........................ Bill Frederick
608-849-5892
Fire Chief...............................................................Dave Kopp
608-849-5488
Fire lnspector......................................................... Brian Adler
608-849-5488
Emergency Medical Services Director...................... Scott Russell
608-849-7522
Municipal Court Judge..................................... Nicholas J. Rifelj
608-849-4573
Community Services Director................................ Sue McDade
608-850-5992
Assessor................................................. Associated Appraisal
800-721-4157
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