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Chief’s Welcome
Welcome to the Waunakee Police Department’s 2019 annual report. On behalf of
all department members, we are pleased to have the opportunity to serve
residents and visitors of our great community. Waunakee’s 2019 population was
estimated at 14,500 with a total area of approximately 7.5 square miles.
The Police Department continues to share a positive relationship with the
community. We participate in a number of community policing projects
throughout the year. The highlight is National Night Out in August. The event is
designed to bring community and police together in a casual and interactive
environment. The crowd at the 2019 event was one of our largest ever.
Waunakee remains a safe and family oriented community. We would not be
successful at keeping Waunakee one of the safest communities in Wisconsin
without the support and help of our citizens. Please feel free to call, stop in or
email us at any time if we can be of assistance.

Sincerely,
Kevin Plendl
Chief of Police
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Mission Statement
It is the mission of the Waunakee Police Department to protect and
serve all people with respect, fairness and compassion. We are
committed to preserving peace, order and safety. We enforce laws
and ordinances, safeguard constitutional rights, and maintain efficient
delivery of services. We pledge to work with the community in a
partnership to ensure Waunakee is a safe place for every resident and
visitor. We pledge to serve with honesty, integrity and loyalty.
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Waunakee Police Department 2019 Staff
In 2019, the Waunakee Police Department employed 22 full time police officers
and 2 full time civilian staff. Here are our employees and years with the village:

CHIEF

Kevin Plendl
Serving since 1987
LIEUTENANTS

Joe Peterson
Serving since 1997
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Adam Kreitzman
Serving since 2005

SERGEANTS

Roger Bartels
Serving since 1999

Geoffrey Hutchinson
Serving since 2002

Robert Beaudette
Serving since 2002

Asher Torbeck
Serving since 2008
SUPPORT STAFF

Cassie Rottscheit
Serving since 2014
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Andrea Staum
Serving since 2019

DETECTIVES/INVESTIGATORS

Brian Pittsley
Serving since 2000

Jason Carbon
Serving since 2006
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER

Mike Taschek
Serving since 2017
OFFICERS

Duane Brehmer
Serving since 1993
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Kara Christenson
Serving since 1998

Glen Jacob
Serving since 2008

Erik Schmidt
Serving since 2011

Corey Geldernick
Serving since 2012

Mitchell Houk
Serving since 2013

Rachael Martin
Serving since 2015

Chelsea Perkins
Serving since 2015
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Kendra Hellenbrand
Serving since 2018

Nathan DeGroff
Serving since 2019

Mitchell Flora
Serving since 2019

Brent Schmidt
Serving since 2019
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Crime Statistics: 3 year comparison
Crimes are tracked in the United States utilizing the Uniform Crime Reporting
(UCR) format. Every month police departments submit crime statistics to the
Department of Justice. The Department of Justice then produces an annual
report containing the crime stats for each municipality.
There are two separate categories in which crimes are tracked; violent crimes and
property crimes. Many crimes are not tracked under the UCR format, such as
fraud, criminal damage to property, forgery, drug sales and trespassing. According
to the Department of Justice, the reporting of offenses is limited to the crime
classifications listed below because they are the most serious and commonly
reported crimes in the United States. Together, they serve as a gauge of the level
and scope of crimes occurring across the country.
In 2019 reported violent crimes dropped and fell back in line with the numbers
reported in 2017. Waunakee’s crime numbers remain well below the national
and statewide averages in violent and property crimes.

The definition of Aggravated Assault:
 Aggravated Assault-Defined under UCR guidelines as any assault which
results in any of the following to the victim; loss of consciousness, injury
requiring stitches, broken bones, broken teeth, and the use or threat of the
use of a dangerous weapon such as a gun, knife, bat, tire iron etc.

The following page contains a 3 year summary of crimes reported in Waunakee
which meet the Department of Justice’s UCR guidelines and the clearance rates
(percent of cases solved by arrest.)
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2017

2018

2019

Total Violent Crimes

14

20

16

Murder

0

1

0

Robbery

1

0

1

Rape

3

4

5

Aggravated Assault

10

15

10

93%

85%

93%

79

92

136

28

28

20

Theft

49

55

106

Motor Vehicle Theft

2

9

10

Arson

0

0

0

70%

34%

57%

Clearance Rate
Total Property Crimes

Clearance Rate

16

120

14
100

12
10

80

8
60

6

2017

4

2018

2

2019

Series1
Series2

40

Series3
20

0

0
Burglary

TYPES OF CRIME
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Theft

Motor
Vehicle
Theft

TYPES OF CRIME

Arson

2019 CALLS FOR SERVICE
As a department, we had a total of 8,479 calls for service in 2019. This number is
very similar to our total calls in 2017 (8,404) and 2018 (8,141). Our peak call
times were weekdays between 3pm-7pm. Here are the most frequent calls:
Police calls for frequent incident types:
 Assist EMS – 867
 Accident—244
 Suspicious Vehicle – 172
 Check Person – 279
 Check Property - 321
In reference to traffic enforcement, we made a total of 2,732 traffic stops in 2019.
Those stops resulted in 2,136 warnings and 782 traffic citations issued. *some
stops resulted in more than 1 citation.
These numbers indicate that
approximately 35% or 3-4 of every 10 people stopped for a traffic violation was
cited. Speeding was the most issued citation with 203.
2019 Operating Motor Vehicle While Intoxicated Statistics
 20 total arrests were made
 2 refused to provide a test
 The average alcohol level of those who tested was .163, which is over
double the legal limit
 The highest alcohol level was .23
 4th offense was the highest level of offense
 1 drug driving arrest was made
Investigations
In 2019 Waunakee Police Department Detectives investigated 163 cases. In most
cases, the initial report is taken by patrol staff. Should that report require
additional attention, it is forwarded to a detective to further investigate.
Detectives often write subpoenas, search warrants, track down suspects and
conduct follow up requested by the District Attorney’s Office. Detectives work
closely with the victims in these cases as the investigations can at times be
lengthy.
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In 2019 Waunakee Police investigated many cases of burglary, theft from autos
and stolen autos. Our Detectives spent many hours working on these cases. In
addition they worked on cases such as Financial Crimes, Death Investigations,
Sexual Assaults and any other case in need of additional resources. Detectives
often work closely other local law enforcement, State and Federal Agencies as
well as the District Attorney’s Office.
Department Training
The State of Wisconsin requires sworn police officers to attend 24 hours of
training a year to be certified as a law enforcement officer. Annual firearms
qualifications and bi-annual pursuit training is mandated. In 2019 the Waunakee
Police Department attended approximately 760 hours of training. Waunakee
Police Department has instructors in Firearms, Vehicle Contacts, Emergency
Vehicle Operation, Defense and Arrest Tactics and Taser. This allows us to host
many of our trainings in-house. In addition, some officers received specialized
training in 2019. Some of those trainings included:













School Threat Assessment
Trauma Informed Sexual Assault Investigations
While Collar Investigations
Crisis Intervention
Critical Incidents
Taser Instructor
Field Training Officer
Leadership Development
K-9 First Aid
Incident Crime
Intoximeter Certification
Evidence Technician
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Major Cases
We had a number of major incidents which occurred in 2019. Here is a summary
of some of that activity.
January
Waunakee Police Officers responded to the Kentucky Fried Chicken/Taco Bell for
a report of an armed robbery. The suspect entered the store, displayed a
handgun and demanded the employee provide money from the register.
Waunakee Investigators are working with the FBI but this case still remains open.
March
We took reports involving 40 victims who reported their mailbox had been
entered and mail stolen from inside. This case involved multiple agencies in Dane
County. The suspects were located in Lake Delton and multiple charges were sent
to the Dane County District Attorney’s Office.
April
We responded to 400 O’Malley St. for a report of a structure fire. Upon arrival
smoke and flames were visible. With the assistance of emergency responders all
occupants were assisted out of the building. Three people were transported to
the hospital with minor injuries. It was determined the fire had started in the
kitchen of an apartment.
June
We responded to the Gold Nugget for a fight that had taken place. Upon arrival,
officers made contact with the victim who was being treated by EMS. As a result
of the altercation the victim received a concussion and needed multiple staples to
close a laceration. As a result of this investigation, a 25 year old Waunakee man
was taken into custody and charged with substantial battery.
September
Officers responded to a domestic disturbance where the victim reported that the
female acquaintance had attacked him with a knife. At the completion of the
investigation a 33 year old Waunakee woman was arrested for domestic
disorderly conduct while armed.
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October
Officers responded to a burglary that had taken place at the Hometown
Pharmacy. Entry had been gained during the hours of darkness. The suspect took
prescription drugs and money. This case is still active.
November
We responded to a car vs. pedestrian accident at S. Century Ave and 8th St. where
a 16 year old was struck while in the crosswalk controlled by a crossing guard.
The 16 year old was transported to the hospital with serious injuries. The driver
of the vehicle was issued multiple citations.
We investigated two separate cases of subjects entering unlocked vehicles in two
different neighborhoods. In the first case, two subjects were located and taken to
the Dane County Jail. In the second case, 4 subjects ranging in age from 15-17
years old were taken into custody. The 17 year old was taken to the Dane County
Jail and the other 3 subjects were taken to the Juvenile Reception Center. All
subjects were booked in on multiple charges.
December
Officers responded to a domestic disturbance. Upon arrival the female suspect
armed herself with a knife. Officers quickly de-escalated the situation and were
able to take the female suspect into custody. A 30 year old Waunakee woman
was charged with battery, disorderly conduct while armed and resisting.
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Support Staff Summary
The department employs two full time civilian support staff; Office Assistant
Andrea Staum and Manager Cassie Rottscheit. Andrea joined us in December of
2019 after working as an Office Assistant in the Village of Deforest for 3 years.
Given Andrea’s background, she required little training and has jumped right in to
a full work load.
Cassie and Andrea staff the office Monday through Friday 7:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.
Support staff is the first point of contact for phone calls (excluding 911) and walk
ins to the Police Department. They dispatch non-emergency calls on the
Waunakee Police channel. In 2019, they answered over 8,000 phone calls and
worked with 2,500 walk in customers.
A significant part of support staff’s day is data entry, including; entering
information on all calls, traffic citations, traffic warnings, parking tickets and
transcribing reports. Other responsibilities include preparing reports for court
and social service agencies.
Support staff processed over 625 open records requests in 2019. Generally, these
requests are fulfilled within three business days after the request is received.
Support staff also tracks parking ticket payments and sends late notice for
overdue fines.
The manager submits the monthly Uniform Crime Report to the Department of
Justice. As required by the Federal Government, Waunakee Police Department
will be moving to Incident Based Reporting (IBR) instead of Uniform Crime
Reporting (UCR) in 2020. IBR collects more detailed crime statistics than UCR.
Waunakee Police Department worked to prepare for the upcoming changes in
2019.
Support staff ensures the overall quality and accuracy of information that is
entered into the records management program. Staff strives to provide the best
customer service possible when assisting the public.
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K-9 Program
Officer Mitch Houk and his partner K9 Thoro are the department’s K-9
team. Officer Houk first partnered
with Thoro in March of 2017 when
Officer Houk traveled to a kennel in
Pennsylvania. They trained together
for four weeks and became certified
through the North American Police
Work Dog Association (NAPWDA) in
Narcotics detection and tracking. K-9
Thoro is certified in detecting the
odors of Cocaine, Heroin, Marijuana
and Methamphetamine.

Officer Houk and Thoro’s first patrol shift together in Waunakee was April 17,
2017. They train approximately sixteen hours per month and complete a yearly
certification through NAPWDA. Thoro lives with Officer Houk and his family when
they aren’t working.
In 2019, K-9 Thoro and Officer Houk had 60 deployments; 54 of which were for
narcotics sniffs. These occurred mainly in vehicles. However, K-9 Thoro was also
deployed at several private residences, parks and businesses, including at several
search warrants.
Officer Houk and K-9 Thoro were called upon to assist a number of local law
enforcement agencies including; Deforest PD, Middleton PD, Madison PD, Sun
Prairie PD, Sauk Prairie PD, Lodi PD, Maple Bluff PD, Wisconsin State Patrol,
Jefferson County Sheriff’s Department and the Dane County Sheriff’s Office.
Officer Houk and K-9 Thoro recovered a variety of drugs in 2019 including;
cocaine, marijuana, crack cocaine, heroin, methamphetamine, Fentanyl and
almost 80 pieces of drug paraphernalia.
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Community Policing
We take part in a number of community policing programs throughout the year.
These programs serve a variety of purposes. For instance, Citizen’s Academy
allows residents to interact with emergency services and get a hands on approach
to the jobs that emergency responders perform. This year we had another full
class for academy.
National Night Out is a community wide event which brings the community
together to meet, interact with, see equipment and ask questions of Police
Officers from Waunakee and neighboring communities. National Night Out is one
of most heavily attended events each year. The event was created to foster a
partnership between the community and the police. Here’s a list of some of our
community policing efforts:











Citizen’s Academy
Coffee With a Cop
National Night Out
Bike Rodeo
Shop With a Cop
Read With a Cop
Cop on a Rooftop
Special Olympics
White Collar Crime Symposium
Community Drug Symposium
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